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SEVERN TOLLS END ON MONDAY, TIME FOR OTHER TOLLS TO GO

There has been a toll to cross the Severn from England into Wales since the first bridge opened in 
1966. That all comes to an end from Monday when drivers will be able to use the crossing toll free 
both ways. (The toll was only payable in the east bound direction going from England into Wales.)

The removal of the tolls honours a promise that was made during the last General Election 
campaign by Teresa May. The main reason for removing the tolls is economic. The Welsh Secretary,
Alun Cairns recently said "It has long been my ambition to see the tolls abolished, doing away with 
a barrier that has hindered Wales’ economic prosperity for more than half a century."

Campaigners against the tolls that remain in other parts of the country are calling for all other tolls 
to be removed

John McGoldrick for the National Alliance Against Tolls said

"We welcome the removal of the Severn tolls and are pleasantly surprised that this is one election 
promise that has been kept. Drivers contribute over one billion pounds to the Treasury every week 
and it is unfair that drivers in a few areas will still be paying up to an extra thousand pounds a year 
to use the roads."

"Tolls, as the economists say, have a negative agglomeration effect, in other words they are bad for 
business. Tolls are also inefficient as a vast amount is spent in collecting and enforcing the tolls. 
This situation has become even worse recently as, in a misguided effort to reduce queues at toll 
barriers, instead of removing tolls they have started to introduce 'cashless' tolls. The result has been 
even more misery for drivers as millions of fines are being imposed each year on drivers who are 
alleged to have failed to pay the toll on time."

"The last toll in Scotland went ten years ago and Wales will soon be free of tolls. It is about time 
that politicians acted to end this Mediaeval torture on highway users in England."
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Government press release 7th October 2018-

Tolls in Wales-
Three minor tolls have already gone- Porthmadog Cob in 2003, Barmouth Bridge in 2013, Pont 
Briwet in 2015. The Severn Crossing tolls go on 17 December 2018. That leaves the Cleddau bridge
at Milford Haven and it has been said that the tolls there will be removed by April 2019. There will 
then be no significant tolls left in Wales.
The NAAT has been involved in the campaign against the Severn tolls since 2004 and gave 
evidence to the Welsh Affairs committee in 2010 and 2013.
http://www.notolls.org.uk/wales.htm

List of all tidal crossings in Britain, tolled and untolled-
http://www.notolls.org.uk/cross.htm

All the tolls in England-
http://www.notolls.org.uk/england.htm

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/severn-crossings-to-go-toll-free-on-17-december-2018
http://www.notolls.org.uk/england.htm
http://www.notolls.org.uk/cross.htm
http://www.notolls.org.uk/wales.htm

